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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To achieve impact resistance while keeping the decorative 
metallic coating of a grille from sustaining permanent damage by forming a 
first and second segments and a support member therefor from a polymeric 
material, providing a decorative metallic layer only on the outer decorative 
surface thereof, and securing the grille to an automobile. 
CONSTITUTION: This grille 10 is formed from a high impact polymeric 
material and has an upper support member 22. a lower support member 24, 
an intermediate member 28, and a pair of vertical support members 26 
interconnecting lateral ends. The upper support member 22 is attached to 
an automobile with an upper support fastener 36 and the vertical support 
member 26 is attached to a forward hood structure 20 with a lower support 
anchor 34 and a fastener 38. The grille 10 has a decorative surface and its 
slats 42 have a front surface, a back surface, and side surfaces. The grille 
10 is provided with an electroplated chromium plating 32 only on its front 
surface. As a result, the plated front surface is in compression when 
impacted, but since the unplated back surface is in tension, detrimental 
effects on the flexural modulus of the grille 10 are minimized. 
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